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SUBJECT: PUBLIC FEELS IMPACT OF GASOLINE SHORTAGE 

REF: BEIRUT 11303 

1. AS GASOLINE STOCKS AT INDIVIDUAL STATIONS AND AT 
STORAGE IN DORA (JUST NORTH OF BEIRUT) ARE BEING 
EXHAUSTED, PUBLIC IS INCREASINGLY FEELING THE IMPACT 
OF THE LACK OF DELIVERIES FROM IPC'S REFINERY AT 
TRIPOLI. NORMAL CONSUMPTION IS ESTIMATED AT 
103 MILLION LITERS DAILY AND MEDRECO REFINERY AT 
ZAHRANI CAN PRODUCE ONLY AROUND 450,000. MEDRECO 
PRODUCTION IS BEING PROPORTIONED AMONG COMPANIES 
ACCORDING TO MARKET SHARE. IN BEIRUT PRIVATE TRAFFIC 
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RAISING PRICES. PRESS REPORTS INDICATE THAT OUTSIDE 
OF BEIRUT, ESPECIALLY IN BEKAA VALLEY, LITTLE GASO- 
LINE IS AVAILABLE AT ALL. 

2. MINISTER OF INDUSTRY AND PETROLEUM TWEINI AT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE YESTERDAY TOOK OPTIMISTIC 
VIEW THAT GASOLINE NEEDS CAN BE MET IF ALL WILL 
COOPERATE AND ANNOUNCED THAT HE HAD ASKED THE 
ASSISTANCE OF THE QUASI-OFFICIAL CONSUMER PROTEC- 
TION AGENCY IN ORDER TO HELP MINIMIZE GASOLINE PRICE 
GOUGING. MINISTER'S OPTIMISM SEEMS LARGELY BASED 

ON IMPENDING ARRIVAL OF TANKER THURSDAY AFTERNOON. 

3. MOBIL OIL OFFICIALS, WHO HAVE BEST INFORMATION 
ABOUT LOCAL SUPPLIES, TAKE A LESS OPTIMISTIC VIEW OF 
AVAILABLILITY OF GASOLINE. TANKER DUE TO ARRIVE 
THURSDAY AFTERNOON COULD PROBABLY HAVE DRAFT TOO 
DEEP TO UNLOAD AT MOBIL PORT AT DORA, THUS 
PRECLUDING DIVERSION OF THE TANKER FROM TRIPOLI. 
MOREOVER, THE TANKER S 5,000 METRIC TONS OF GASOLINE, 
WHICH MUST BE DILUTED FROM 98 TO 96 OCTANE, CAN NOT 
BE DELIVERED TO FILLING STATIONS BEFORE SUNDAY OR 
MONDAY. MOBIL ESTIMATES THAT THERE WILL BE VERY 
LITTLE GASOLINE AVAILABLE AFTER FRIDAY. 

3. IPC REFINERY IN TRIPLI, ALTHOUGH IT HAS CON- 
TINUED TO PRODUCE DURING CRISIS, HAS NOW SHUT DOWN 
BECAUSE IT HAS REACHED STORAGE LIMITS. HOWEVER, 

IPC HOPES TO EXPORT GAS OIL SO AS TO MAKE ROOM 
FOR MORE GASOLINE SO THAT IT WILL BE AVAILABLE TO 
MEET STRONG DEMAND EXPECTED WHEN TRIPOLI SITUATION 
ALLOWS NORMAL DELIVERIES. 

GODLEY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, CIVIL DISORDERS, LABOR STRIKES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 10 SEP 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975BEIRUT1 1330 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D75031 3-0264 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750964/aaaacebq.tel 

Line Count: 94 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 BEIRUT 1 1 303 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 MAY 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <28 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PUBLIC FEELS IMPACT OF GASOLINE SHORTAGE 
TAGS: ENRG, LE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



